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WELCOMING	OUR	NEW	STUDENTS	
	
Justin	P.	(Trumpet)	
Anthony	L.	(Piano)	
Ishen	K.	(Piano)	
Novak	C.	(Piano)	
Emily	W.	(Piano)	
Opal	Y.	(Piano)	
Jayden	Y.	(Piano)	
Victoria	M.	(Piano)	
Alice	W.	(Piano)	
Andyhong	S.	(Piano)	
Lucas	L.	(Piano)	
Subani	M.	(Vocal)	
Caseyna	P.	(Drums)	
Emily	B.	(Piano)	
Samuel	B.	(Piano)	
Isabella	Y.	(Piano)	
Collin	L	(Piano)	
Abigail	V.	(Piano)	
	
	
IMA	STUDENTS	BIRTHDAYS	IN	APRIL	
 
Andrew	S.,	Emily	J.,	Daniel	R.,	Deejesh	S.,	Ayana	H.,	Horst	W.,	Carl	
C.,	Claudia	I.,	Julianna	Z.,	William	Y.,	Terrence	N.		
	

HAPPY	BIRTHDAY!	
	
	
IMPORTANT	DAYS	IN	APRIL	

	

April	1-24:	North	York	Music	Festival	
April	11-16:	RCM	Practical	Examinations	
April	14:	Markham	Theatre:	KSO	(Death	and	Transfiguration)	
April	24-30:	IMA	bring	a	friend	week	
April	29-	May	1:	Canadian	Music	Competition	(local	finals,	Toronto)	
	

NEWS	
	
GET	3	FREE	LESSONS		
WITH	THE	PURCHASE	OF	A	PIANO	
	
If	you	are	ready	to	purchase	a	high	quality	pre-own	piano	
through	one	of	the	IMA	partners,	3	of	your	lessons	at	the	IMA	
will	be	free.			
	
Call	our	Office	or	e-mail	Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca	
for	more	information.	Pre-own	piano	is	a	great	investment	that	
comes	at	an	attractive	price,	with	a	free	tuning	and	delivery.	
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	GET	A	$30	CREDIT	ON	YOUR	NEXT	MONTH	TUITION	
	

We	have	been	very	pleased	with	
the	continued	success	of	our	
students.	They	have	improved	a	
great	deal	and	we	share	their	
excitement	with	their	families,	
friends,	neighbors,	and	
schoolmates.	We	appreciate	your	

interest	towards	our	programs	and	services.	We	are	always	very	
happy	to	welcome	new	students	of	all	ages,	levels,	and	
instruments	to	the	iMA.	Please	tell	your	friends	about	your	
experience	with	the	International	Music	Academy.		
	
Do	you	know	someone	who	is	thinking	of	taking	music	lessons	or	
who	has	children	who	may	be	interested	in	getting	their	hands	on	
a	musical	instrument	or	singing?	Do	you	know	a	teenager	who	
needs	a	high	school	OAC	credit?	Do	you	know	an	adult	who	has	
wanted	for	a	long	time	to	learn	how	to	play	a	musical	instrument	
but	has	never	had	the	time	or	inclination?	Please	tell	them	about	
the	IMA.	
	
As	an	appreciation	for	your	referral,	we	will	give	you	a	$30	credit	
for	each	new	student	who	registers	at	the	International	Music	
Academy	as	a	result	of	your	referral.	As	we	value	your	friends	as	
much	as	we	value	you,	we	will	offer	to	each	referred	student	a	
$30	credit	as	well.	
	
	
PERSONALIZED	IMA	GIFT	CARD	
	
The	IMA	offers	personalized	Gift	Cards	that	could	be	used	as	
thoughtful	birthday,	holiday,	bar/bat	Mitzvah,	graduation	gift	or	
for	any	other	occasions	as	well	as	to	encourage	someone	to	start	
learning	a	musical	instrument	or	singing.	The	card	can	be	used	
for	any	products	or	services.		
	
The	gift	card	is	available	for	any	amount.	As	cards	are	
personalized	with	the	name	of	the	person	who	will	receive	it	as	
well	as	with	the	name	of	the	person	who	purchase	it,	requests	
have	to	be	made	1	day	in	advance.	Cards	can	be	ordered	in	
person,	by	phone	at	905.489.4620	or	by	e-mail	at	
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca.	At	the	time	the	card	is	
ordered,	a	non-refundable	$5	deposit	is	required.	The	full	value	
of	the	card	is	paid	upon	pick-up	(and	the	deposit	is	credited	
towards	the	purchase	price).	Payments	can	be	made	by	any	
major	credit	card,	cheque	or	cash	as	well	as	through	the	
accounts	of	the	IMA	Clients.	

	
	

FOLLOW	US	ON	 	
	
Stay	in	touch	and	follow	the	IMA	latest	news	on	Facebook.	Visit	
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
33444769758/	and	become	a	friend	of	the	International	Music	
Academy.	

	
	
COMPOSERS’	ANNIVERSARIES	IN	APRIL	

	
01/04/1873		 Rachmaninoff	born		
01/04/1917		 Scott	Joplin	died			
03/04/1897		 Brahms	died		
06/04/1971		 Stravinsky	died		
08/04/1848		 Donizetti	died		
14/04/1759		 Handel	died		
18/04/1936		 Respighi	died			
27/04/1891		 Prokofiev	born		
27/04/1915		 Scriabin	died		
27/04/1992		 Messiaen	died	
	
Where	you	born	or	do	you	know	someone	who	was	born	on	the	
same	day	as	these	famous	composers?	Drop	us	e-mail	at	
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca	to	let	us	know.	
	
 
FEATURED	TEACHER	OF	THE	MONTH	
	

Mariko	Der	Avanesian,	B.F.A..,	D.Mus	
Piano	Studies,	Music	Theory	
	

Born	in	Japan,	Ms.	Der	Avanesian	
earned	Bachelor	of	Fine	Art	from	Osaka	
College	of	Music.	She	continued	her	
study	in	Paris,	France	at	Ecole	Normale	
de	Musique	de	Paris	for	Diplome	
Superieur	d’Execution	(6eme	division	
professionelle,	piano	performance).	
She	has	performed	numerous	concerts,	
recitals	and	also	appeared	as	a	

concerto	soloist	in	Japan,	France	and	Canada.	She	participated	
in	several	music	festivals	such	as	the	International	Keyboard	
Institute	and	Festival	(New	York),	the	Toronto	Summer	Music	
Academy	and	Festival	(Toronto),	Scotia	Festival	of	Music,	
Academie	International	d’interpretation	de	Piano	(France)	and	
Flaine	Musique	Festival	(France).	Among	her	teachers	were	
world-renowned	pianists	Alicia	de	Larrocha,	Menahem	Pressler	
(Beaux	ArtsTrio),	Peter	Frankl	and	Andre	Laplante.	As	a	piano	
teacher,	she	has	more	than	25	years	of	experience	and	
successful	in	teaching	any	level	of	students	at	any	age.	She	has	
a	great	ability	of	communication	with	students	to	tailor	the	
lessons	to	fit	each	students	needs,	goals	and	skills.	Her	passion	
and	love	of	music	transforms	any	music	lesson	to	a	joyful	
musical	experience	filled	with	beautiful	artistic	moments	and	
fun	challenge.	Any	student	will	find	her/himself	to	be	a	
motivated	self-learner.	Ms.	Der	Avanesian	is	a	registered	
teacher	with	the	Royal	Conservatory	of	Music.	
	
Ms.	Der	Avanesian	was	happy	to	answer	a	few	questions	for	
our	students	and	parents:		
	
	

		



1.	What	do	you	like	most	about	teaching?		
Music	is	a	universal	language.	Teaching	music	for	me	is	talking	
about	it	regardless	of	any	difference	as	human.	That	gives	me	
the	joy	of	sharing	something	very	precious	we	all	have	in	our	
heart.	That's	what	I	love.	
	
2.	How	do	you	inspire	students	to	practice	more?		
I	set	a	small	goal	to	reach	each	students	dream.	A	little	step	
makes	a	big	difference.	I	want	to	them	to	feel	it.	A	little	victory	
leads	you	a	real	achievement.	Achievement	gives	you	a	
satisfaction.	Happy	feeling	equals	to	the	motivation.	
	
3.	What	roles	does	performance	play	in	student’s	
development?		
When	I	teach,	performance	is	in	my	mind	always.	For	me,	
practicing	means	preparing	for	the	performance.	I	assess	what	
need	to	be	done	to	make	her/his	performance	better	at	each	
student’s	current	developing	stage.	This	is	what	I	teach	at	each	
single	class.	From	another	angle,	I	absolutely	know	what	the	
students	will	go	through	to	preparing	performance	and	
experiencing	real	performance	so	it	makes	me	possible	to	
prepare	each	student	in	the	best	possible	condition.	
	
4.	Who	are	your	favourite	composers?		
There	are	a	lot!		Chopin,	Rachmaninoff,	Albeniz,	Mozart,	
Beethoven,	Scriabin,	Brahms,	Ravel,	Debussy,	Faure	Falla,	
Scarlatti,	Bartok,	Dutilleux,	Franc,	Berg,	Shoneberg	on	and	on	
and	on	and	on......	:)	
	
5.	What	was	the	last	piece	of	music	(sheet	music	or	a	
recording)	you	purchased	for	yourself?		
	
Bach	The	Cello	Suites	by	Yo-Yo-Ma.	

	

		
	
FEATURED	STUDENT	OF	THE	MONTH		
 
Rianna	Chung	
	

What	instrument	do	you	play?	–	I	
learn	how	to	play	the	piano.	
	
How	long	have	you	taken	lessons?	
–	I	have	been	playing	piano	for	
about	a	year	already.		
		
Who	are	your	favourite	musical	
artists?	–	I	like	listening	to	Ariana	
Grande	&	Justin	Bieber.	
	
What	are	your	other	hobbies,	
besides	music?	-	I	love	to	sing,	

dance,	draw	and	paint.	
	
Favorite	food?	–	I	like	Danish	cream	cheese,	ice	cream	and	
anything	that	has	mango	in	it	
	

What	is	the	coolest	thing	you’ve	learnt	in	your	lessons	in	the	past	
three	months?	–	The	coolest	thing	was	to	perform	during	the	IMA	
Winter	Music	Festival.		
	
Do	you	have	any	performance	coming	up?	–	Not	yet	but	I	am	
getting	ready.		
	
E-mail	to	info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca	a	photo	of	yourself	
(or	your	child)	together	with	the	answers	of	the	questions	above.	
The	deadline	for	submissions	is	the	15th	of	every	month.	We	will	
feature	you	in	one	of	the	next	issues	of	the	newsletter.	
	
PET	OF	THE	MONTH	
	
Send	a	photo	of	your	pet	together	with	following	information	and	
we	will	publish	it	in	one	of	the	next	issues	of	the	IMA	newsletter.	
What	is	the	name	of	your	pet?	How	old	is	he/she?	What	kind	of	
breed	our	pet	is	(if	applicable)?	How	long	have	you	had	him/her	for?	
Any	special	circumstances	around	getting	the	pet	(i.e.	a	gift,	foster	
pet,	etc.)?	The	funniest	story	about	you	pet?	Any	special	skills	or	
abilities.	
	

FEATURED	ARTICLE	
	

	
	
The	Importance	of	Music	Education	
BY	ALEXIS	KALIVRETENOS	ADDTHIS	SHARING	BUTTONS	
	
What	if	there	was	one	activity	that	could	benefit	every	student	in	
every	school	across	the	nation?	An	activity	that	could	improve	
grades	and	scores	on	standardized	testing?	An	activity	that	would	
allow	students	to	form	lasting	friendships?	An	activity	that	would	
help	students	become	more	disciplined	and	confident?	
	
Fortunately,	there	is	such	an	activity.	Unfortunately,	many	schools	
will	not	make	it	a	part	of	their	curriculum,	due	to	issues	of	funding	
and	scheduling.	This	activity	is	something	that	everyone	is	aware	
of,	but	not	everyone	has	a	chance	to	participate	in.	This	activity	is	
music.	
	
For	years,	music	classes	have	been	the	ugly	ducklings	of	school	
curriculums—the	last	courses	to	be	added,	the	first	courses	to	be	
cut.	They	have	always	taken	second	place	to	traditional	academic	
classes.	Music,	however,	has	proved	itself	to	be	extremely	
beneficial	time	and	time	again,	from	the	undeniable	improvement	
in	grades	regarding	traditional	academic	classes	to	the	glowing	
remarks	from	music	students	everywhere.	In	an	ever-changing	
world,	the	addition	of	music	education	in	schools	needs	to	be	next	
on	the	academic	agenda.		Music	education	should	be	a	required	
component	in	all	schools	due	to	the	proven	academic,	social,	and	
personal	benefits	that	it	provides.	



	
According	to	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act,	the	following	are	
defined	as,	“core	academic	subjects”:	English,	reading	or	language	
arts,	mathematics,	science,	foreign	languages,	civics	and	
government,	economics,	the	arts	history,	and	geography.	
Although	music,	being	a	part	of	the	arts,	is	supposedly	on	the	
same	level	as	other	academic	subjects,	it	is	not	being	treated	as	
such.	
	

	
	
Music	education	greatly	enhances	students’	understanding	and	
achievement	in	non-musical	subjects.	For	example,	a	ten-year	
study,	which	tracked	over	25,000	middle	and	high	school	students,	
showed	that	students	in	music	classes	receive	higher	scores	on	
standardized	tests	than	students	with	little	to	no	musical	
involvement.	The	musical	students	scored,	on	average,	sixty-three	
points	higher	on	the	verbal	section	and	forty-four	points	higher	on	
the	math	sections	of	the	SATs	than	non-music	students.	When	
applying	to	colleges,	these	points	could	be	the	difference	between	
an	acceptance	letter	and	a	rejection	letter.	
	
Furthermore,	certain	areas	of	musical	training	are	tied	to	specific	
areas	of	academics;	this	concept	is	called	transfer.	According	to	
Susan	Hallam,	“Transfer	between	tasks	is	a	function	of	the	degree	
to	which	the	tasks	share	cognitive	processes”.	To	put	this	simply,	
the	more	related	two	subjects	are,	the	more	transfer	will	ensue.	
This	can	be	evidenced	with	the	correlation	between	rhythm	
instruction	and	spatial-temporal	reasoning,	which	is	integral	in	the	
acquisition	of	important	math	skills.	The	transfer	can	be	explained	
by	the	fact	that	rhythm	training	emphasizes	proportions,	patterns,	
fractions,	and	ratios,	which	are	expressed	as	mathematical	
relations.	Transfer	can	be	seen	in	other	academic	subjects	as	well.	
For	example,	in	a	2000	study	of	162	sixth	graders,	Ron	Butzlaff	
concluded	that	students	with	two	or	three	years	of	instrumental	
music	experience	had	significantly	better	results	on	the	Stanford	
Achievement	Test	(a	verbal	and	reading	skills	test)	than	their	non-
musical	counterparts.	This	experiment	demonstrates	that	music	
can	affect	improvement	in	many	different	academic	subjects.	All	
in	all,	it	can	be	shown	that	music	education	is	a	worthwhile	

investment	for	improving	students’	understanding	and	
achievement	in	academic	subjects.	
	
Related	to	academic	achievement	is	success	in	the	workforce.	The	
Backstreet	Boys	state	that,	“Practicing	music	reinforces	teamwork,	
communication	skills,	self-discipline,	and	creativity”.	These	
qualities	are	all	highly	sought	out	in	the	workplace.		
	
Creativity,	for	example,	is,	“one	of	the	top-five	skills	important	for	
success	in	the	workforce,”	according	to	Lichtenberg,	Woock,	and	
Wright.	Participation	in	music	enhances	a	student’s	creativeness.	
Willie	Jolley,	a	world-class	professional	speaker,	states	that	his	
experience	with	musical	improvisation	has	benefited	him	greatly	
regarding	business.	Because	situations	do	not	always	go	as	
planned,	one	has	to	improvise,	and	come	up	with	new	strategies.	
This	type	of	situation	can	happen	in	any	job;	and	when	it	does,	
creativity	is	key.	Similarly,	music	strengthens	a	person’s	
perseverance	and	self-esteem—both	qualities	that	are	essential	in	
having	a	successful	career.	Thus,	music	education	can	contribute	
to	students’	future	careers	and	occupational	endeavors.	
	
Participation	in	music	also	boasts	social	benefits	for	students.	
Music	is	a	way	to	make	friends.	Dimitra	Kokotsaki	and	Susan	
Hallam	completed	a	study	dealing	with	the	perceived	benefits	of	
music;	in	their	findings	they	wrote,	“Participating	in	ensembles	
was	also	perceived	as	an	opportunity	to	socialize	with	like-minded	
people,	make	new	friends	and	meet	interesting	people,	who	
without	the	musical	engagement	they	would	not	have	had	the	
opportunity	to	meet”.	Every	time	a	student	is	involved	in	music,	
they	have	the	chance	to	meet	new	people,	and	form	lasting	
friendships.	
	
Likewise,	in	a	study	by	Columbia	University,	it	was	revealed	that	
students	who	participate	in	the	arts	are	often	more	cooperative	
with	teachers	and	peers,	have	more	self-confidence,	and	are	
better	able	to	express	themselves.	Through	one	activity,	a	student	
can	reap	all	of	these	benefits,	as	well	as	numerous	others.	
Moreover,	the	social	benefits	of	music	education	can	continue	
throughout	a	student’s	life	in	ways	one	would	never	suspect.	An	
example	of	this	would	be	that	“students	who	participate	in	school	
band	or	orchestra	have	the	lowest	levels	of	current	and	lifelong	
use	of	alcohol,	tobacco,	and	illicit	drugs	among	any	other	group	in	
our	society”.	By	just	participating	in	a	fun	school	activity,	students	
can	change	their	lives	for	the	better.	Music	education	can	help	
students	on	their	journey	to	success.	
	
Chinese	philosopher	Confucius	once	stated,	“Music	produces	a	
kind	of	pleasure	which	human	nature	cannot	do	without”.	Music	
education	provides	personal	benefits	to	students	that	enrich	their	
lives.	In	the	study	of	perceived	benefits	of	music	by	Dimitra	
Kokotsaki	and	Susan	Hallam,	it	was	found	that	“participating	in	an	
ensemble	enhanced	feelings	of	self-achievement	for	the	study’s	
participants,	assisted	individuals	in	overcoming	challenges,	built	
self-confidence,	and	raised	determination	to	make	more	effort	to	
meet	group	expectations	regarding	standards	of	playing”.	In	an	
ensemble,	every	member	is	equally	important,	from	the	first	chair	
to	the	last	chair.	Thus	every	person	must	be	able	to	play	all	of	
their	music	and	be	ready	for	anything.	When	one	person	does	not	
practice	their	music	and	comes	to	rehearsal	unprepared,	it	



reflects	upon	the	whole	ensemble.	Needless	to	say,	no	one	wants	
to	be	that	person.	So	students	take	it	upon	themselves	to	show	
that	they	want	to	be	there	and	come	prepared.	This	type	of	
attitude	continues	throughout	students’	lives.	
	
Music	can	also	be	a	comforting	activity	to	many	students.	High	
school	senior	and	school	band	member	Manna	Varghese	states	
that	for	her,	music	is	a	way	to	relieve	stress.	When	she	is	angry	or	
frustrated,	she	likes	to	play	flute	or	piano	to	relax.	For	students,	
music	classes	are	not	necessarily	something	they	participate	in	for	
a	grade,	or	to	put	on	a	college	application.	Students	participate	in	
music	classes	because	they	enjoy	them	and	want	to	be	there.	
Even	though	it	has	been	proven	that	music	education	benefits	
students,	many	people	argue	that	it	still	should	not	be	required	in	
schools.	They	state	that	with	the	increasing	importance	placed	on	
standardized	testing,	there	is	not	enough	class	time	to	include	
music	classes.	However,	it	has	been	shown	that	the	time	students	
spend	in	music	classes	does	not	hinder	their	academic	success.	A	
study	by	Hodges	and	O’Connell	found	that	“being	excused	from	
non-musical	classes	to	attend	instrumental	lessons	does	not	
adversely	affect	academic	performance”.	Thus,	in	reality,	having	
students	enroll	in	music	classes	would	not	be	detrimental	to	their	
academic	performance,	and	the	students	would	then	be	able	to	
reap	all	of	the	benefits	that	come	with	music	education.	
Furthermore,	funding	for	music	education	is	an	issue	at	many	
schools.	The	people	in	charge	of	determining	funding	for	schools	
often	choose	to	fund	traditional	academic	classes	over	arts	
programs.	Paul	Harvey	states,	“Presently,	we	are	spending	
twenty-nine	times	more	on	science	than	on	the	arts,	and	the	
result	so	far	is	worldwide	intellectual	embarrassment”.	Clearly,	
the	current	system	for	the	allocation	of	funds	for	schools	is	not	
adequate.	By	transferring	some	of	the	funding	from	traditional	
academic	classes	to	music	classes,	this	embarrassment	could	be	
avoided.	Evidently,	although	some	may	try	to	argue	against	it,	
music	education	should	be	required	in	all	schools.	
	
What	would	life	be	like	without	music?	Imagine	it	for	a	moment.	
No	listening	to	music	on	the	radio	on	a	long	drive.	No	music	to	
dance	to.	There	would	not	be	any	soundtracks	in	movies,	and	
concerts	and	musicals	would	be	nonexistent.	Eventually,	no	one	
would	even	remember	what	music	is.	Many	people	do	not	realize	
it,	but	music	has	a	bigger	effect	on	their	lives	than	they	may	think,	
and	they	would	definitely	care	if	it	was	to	disappear.	Without	
music,	life	would	never	be	the	same.	To	keep	music	alive,	students	
must	be	educated	about	it	in	schools.	Students	will	not	only	get	to	
experience	and	enjoy	what	music	has	to	offer,	but	will	reap	the	
innumerable	benefits	that	come	with	music.	Ancient	Greek	
philosopher	and	teacher	Plato	said	it	best:	“Music	gives	a	soul	to	
the	universe,	wings	to	the	mind,	flight	to	imagination,	and	life	to	
everything.”	
	
To	comment	on	this	story	or	anything	else	you	have	read	in	the	
Newsletter,	head	over	to	the	IMA	Facebook	page	or	message	us	on	
Twitter.	

	
	

	

	 	

International	Music	Academy	

GIFT	CERTIFICATE	
for	new	students	only	
1	offer	per	family	

ONE	FREE	LESSON	
Call	the	IMA	Office	at	

905.489.4620	(Markham)	or	
905.640.6363	(Stouffville)	

to	schedule	your	first	lesson.	
Once	scheduled,	the	lesson	cannot	be	rescheduled.	Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No	refunds,	no	exchanges.	

	

 Music is sooooooooo beuatiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

April 19, 2017 and receive 

$30 off 
New students only. 1	offer	per	family	

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
 

REFER	A	NEW	STUDENT	and	
GET	ONE	FREE	LESSON!	

	
When	you	refer	a	new	student	to	the	IMA,	who	
registers	for	lesson,	you	will	get	one	free	lesson	for	
every	new	student.	So,	if	you	refer	the	IMA	to	2	new	
students,	we	will	give	you	2	free	lessons;	for	3	new	
students	–	3	free	lessons	etc.	Fill	in	the	coupon	
below	and	leave	it	with	the	IMA	Office	
administrator.		
	
Your	name:	______________________________	
	
Name	of	the	new	student:	__________________	
	
You	can	print	or	photocopy	this	coupon	as	many	times	as	you	need.	

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


